
KATHLEEN E. GOODWIN  
80 Old Boston Post Road  
Old Saybrook CT  06475 

(860) 395-3157 
 
The Old Saybrook Board of Education met in Regular Session on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at 
the Kathleen E. Goodwin School, Old Saybrook, CT 06475. 
 
Board Members Others  
Alan Hyla Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools 
Karen Brodeur Kathy Bai, Director of Pupil and Professional Services  
Philip Broadhurst Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment 
Eileen Baker Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance  
Kelley Kennedy (arrived at 8:01) Joseph Anastasio, Associate Principal of Old Saybrook High School 
  
    
           

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Secretary Brodeur called the meeting to order at 7:41 p.m.  

 
II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education 

 
 Student Representative Reports 
 
 The Board of Education Student Representatives reported the following: 
 

• Spring sports have begun 
• The Old Saybrook Musical, “The Addams Family” took place March 23-25 
• SAT’s begin at the High School tomorrow  
• Mr. Old Saybrook Competition will be held on Thursday, April 6 
• The Goodwin Fun Fair was held on Saturday, March 25 
• Old Saybrook Middle School put on, “High School Musical” as their spring 

musical 
• March 11 was the Connecticut Drama Association Festival. Old Saybrook won 

the award for most outstanding production, all state actress, and best student 
director 

• March 16-18 was the New England Music Festival  
• There was a viewing of the documentary, Screenagers, at the High School on 

March 23  
• March 29 there was a band chamber music concert at the High School 

 
Correspondence  
 
• OSHS Rambler  



   

 
III. MEETING MINUTES  

 
Brodeur/Baker 
 
“Move to approve the March 28, 2017, Regular Meeting Minutes as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-0)  

 
IV. EDUCATIONAL ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION  

 
Goodwin Spotlight 

  
Kathleen E. Goodwin School Teacher Jen Brodeur facilitated a Guided Reading 
demonstration. Ms. Brodeur conducted an instructional reading session with students 
from her class: Luciano Girardi, Emily Smith, Evelyn Gage, Zoe Parakilas. The 
second grade is currently focusing on folk tales and tall tales. The unit is directly 
linked to the common core state standards. Students are grouped based on their DRA 
(Developmental Reading) level, which judges their reading accuracy, fluency, and 
reading comprehension.  
 
Ms. Brodeur showcased a small group instruction. She explained that reading 
instruction began with with a mini-lesson where the teacher gave instruction based on 
common core standards. After the lesson, students either returned to their seats or 
went to small group reading instruction. Each group had a reading assignment for the 
day, which was facilitated by a teacher or para-educator. The instructors focused on 
building independent reading skills. Part of this goal was achieved by spending time 
preparing for the text before beginning a new book. The instructors also utilized many 
different types of reading strategies (popcorn reading, whisper reading, silent reading) 
and asked questions meant to guide discussion towards comprehension and 
understanding.  
 
The demonstration educated the board on the reading instructional practice that takes 
place at Goodwin every day. The students looked for evidence of a tale tall together 
after reading a section and Ms. Brodeur asked questions about the story to check for 
understanding. The group also reviewed vocabulary words and they finished with a 
summary question about the story. The group discussed the question and then they 
were asked to write a summary about the story based on what they read and the 
discussion about the book.  
 
Summer Enrichment Science Course 
 
Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, proposed piloting a 
summer science enrichment course this summer that is typically offered during the 
school year; earth science.  This course comes as the result of parent feedback and 
enhances the recently updated science course progression, which expands 



   

opportunities for students' science achievement at Old Saybrook High School, in 
alignment with Goal #2 of the Strategic Plan. 
 
The District would like to pilot this summer offering this year to inform future 
decisions about summer programming, including enrichment opportunities.  The 
course would be offered for the entire month of July, from 8:00am – 12:00, Monday – 
Friday.  A full credit would be awarded to students who successfully complete the 
course.  The cost would be linked to enrollment with the anticipated options listed 
below: 
 
6 to 8 students: $985 each 
9 to 11 students: $650 each 
12 to 14 students: $500 each 

 
This course would also be open to students from surrounding communities, as well, if 
room allows.  It is the hope that offerings could be expanded in the future to include 
both full credit courses and electives, expanding to eventually include other 
departments. 
As we look to personalize the education of each student, we hope that innovative 
ideas like these will draw students to Old Saybrook Public Schools. 
 
ESSA Accountability Index 
 
Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, shared the 2015-
2016 Next Generation Accountability Index Report for Old Saybrook Public Schools.  
This Index is Connecticut's response to the federal “Every Student Succeeds Act”, or 
ESSA, and was released in mid-March.   
 
The Index is comprised of twelve indicators which include not only English language 
arts, math and science scores, but also growth in those areas, physical fitness, arts 
access, graduation rates, and absenteeism. Now separated from the Index, but still 
noted, is the district's participation rate in mandated state testing.  Old Saybrook's 
participation rate was over 98%, but that does not into factor into the final 
Accountability Index.   
 
Of note, is the new category of students called the High Needs Subgroup.  To protect 
student privacy, the state does not report out on any subgroup under twenty students.  
With each subgroup separated, smaller districts were not held accountable for the 
success of students in those subgroups.  The state now combines English Learners, 
students whose families qualify for free or reduced price lunches and students with 
special needs into one category and call it the High Needs Subgroup.  The District’s 
ability to close the gap between the overall population and the High Needs Subgroup 
is then monitored, as well. 
 
Also of note is that this Index is a significant factor in the number and granularity of 
State reports that must be completed by the district each year.  While the State 
promised not to add any new data collections in order to meet the federal ESSA 



   

mandates, they did begin requiring that we report student-, class- and teacher-level 
data.  This intensifies the reporting process, most notably for the Pubic School 
Information System (PSIS) collection and Teacher-Course-Student (TCS) collection.  
Those two collections alone represent several months' worth of work for central 
office professionals, but are virtually invisible to the public.  It is the District’s sincere 
hope that good use of the information provided by the Accountability Index will 
make those data collection efforts worthwhile for our students. 
 
In all, Old Saybrook Schools did very well by this measure of our programs.  This is 
attributed largely to our focus on educating well-rounded students, which matches the 
state’s commitment to assessing student growth on more than test scores. 
 
Student Representative Exit Survey 
 
Pursuant to Board of Education Policy Series 9000 Student 
Representatives/Participation on the Board of Education, Student Representatives 
serve on the Board of Education for one academic year. At the end of that Academic 
Year they are given a survey about their experience in an effort to improve the 
Student Representative position. The Board presented the survey to Student 
Representatives Kirsten King and Isabella Luciani, which should be returned no later 
than the May 23, 2017, Board of Education meeting.  
 
Beverage Exemption 
 
The state requires the Old Saybrook Board of Education to comply with Section 10-
221q of the Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.), which governs the sale of 
beverages to students in public schools at all times. C.G.S. Section 10-221q applies to 
all beverages sold as part of school meals and separately from school meals 
anywhere on school premises, such as cafeteria sales, school stores, vending 
machines, fundraisers and any other locations where beverages are sold.  The sales of 
non-compliant beverages are allowed only if the board complies with three criteria 
and takes a vote to allow such sales.  This is separate and distinct from the Healthy 
Foods Certification and is not associated with any funding from the State Department 
of Education. 
 
Exception Criteria: 
 
1. The sale is in connection with an EVENT occurring AFTER the end of 

the regular school day or on the weekend. 
2. The sale is at the LOCATION of the event. 
3. The beverages are NOT SOLD from a vending machine or school store. 

 
The regular school day is defined as the period from MIDNIGHT 
BEFORE TO 30 MINUTES AFTER the end of the school day. Non-
compliant beverages can only be sold at the LOCATION of an EVENT 
held AFTER the school day (up until 11:59PM).  An EVENT is defined 
as an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled 



   

practice, meeting or extra-curricular activity. For example, a 
practice/rehearsal is not an event however; a game/performance is an 
event. Location of the sale is stipulated as being AT the event, such as 
on the side of the field during a game but not in the cafeteria during a 
game. 

 
The District requested that the board formally vote to take action to allow the sales of 
non-compliant beverages that meet the exception criteria during the 2017-2018 school 
year. 
 
This will allow our student organizations and other groups to continue to fund raise 
while selling non-compliant beverages on school grounds as long as the exemption 
criteria has been met.  At this time, there is no restriction on food sales under these 
circumstances. 
 
Brodeur/Baker 
 
“Move to allow the sale of non-compliant beverages that meet the exception 
criteria during the 2017-2018 school year” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-0) 
 
Healthy Food Certification 
 
The state requires the Old Saybrook Board of Education to formally vote to take 
action to continue to participate in the Act Concerning Healthy Foods and to seek the 
additional reimbursement per meal for the 2017-2018 school year.  
 
The District is currently in its eighth year of participation in the Healthy Food 
Certification program. The District has successfully transformed the School Nutrition 
Program to meet all the requirements under this act and look forward to continuing 
this program in 2017-2018. 
 
As part of our participation in the Act Concerning Healthy Foods, the Board of 
Education must determine if they will allow exceptions to the program within specific 
circumstances. The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) has provided 
the following guidance. 
 

Exception Statement: 
Pursuant to Section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Statutes, the 
Board of Education must acknowledge that they will or will not 
exclude from certification food items that do not meet the Connecticut 
Nutritional Standards, provided that 1) such food is sold in connection 
with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on 
the weekend, 2) such sale is at the location of the event, and 3) the food 
is not sold from a vending machine or school store. 
 



   

The regular school day is defined as the period from MIDNIGHT 
BEFORE TO 30 MINUTES AFTER the end of the school day. Non-
compliant beverages can only be sold at the LOCATION of an EVENT 
held AFTER the school day (up until 11:59PM).  An EVENT is defined 
as an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled 
practice, meeting or extra-curricular activity. For example, a 
practice/rehearsal is not an event however; a game/performance is an 
event. Location of the sale is stipulated as being AT the event, such as 
on the side of the field during a game but not in the cafeteria during a 
game. 
 
If the Board of Education certifies that all food items will comply with 
the Connecticut Nutritional Standards, the board may exclude from 
certification of the sale of certain foods provided the three conditions 
listed above are met.  The Board of Education has the discretion to 
determine the scope of the exclusion, which may be general or may be 
determined on a case-by-case basis.  In order to enact this exclusion, 
the board must take action and specify the scope of the exclusion.  The 
CSDE will monitor compliance with the certification.  Therefore, for 
record-keeping purposes, adoption of the exclusion should be reflected 
in the official minutes of the Board of Education’s meeting regarding 
the vote for healthy food certification. 

 
At this time, the District is recommending the board allow exceptions that meet the 
CSDE requirements on a general basis.  This will allow student organizations to 
continue to sell refreshments for football and basketball games as well as other events 
that occur after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend; that take place at 
the event, and do not come from vending machines or a school store.  
 
The adoption of this act and the exception policy will result in revenue from the state 
of approximately $6,165 for 2016-2017 estimated sales. We estimate that the final 
payment for 2015-2016 will be received in June 2017 and will result in more than 
$72,369 over the complete/audited eight years of our participation in the program.  
The total amount projected to be earned through 2017-2018 for 9 years of 
participation would be $77,972.  We continue to be able to sustain our food service 
program with our current business plan and also have the opportunity to cover some 
capital needs as they arise.   
 
Brodeur/Broadhurst 
 
“Move to approve Health Food Certification renewal with exceptions that meet 
the CSDE requirement on a general basis” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-0) 

 
Teacher Non-Renewals 
 



   

The Board of Education has the sole and exclusive prerogative to eliminate 
professional staff positions consistent with the provisions of state statute, including 
but not limited to: elimination of said positions and/or loss of said position to another 
teacher resulting from decreased student enrollment for the coming fiscal year, 
changes in curriculum, severe financial conditions or other circumstances as 
determined by the Board of Education. The statute states that individuals must be 
notified prior to May 1st that their contract will not be renewed for the following 
school year.  
 
The nonrenewal of these non-tenured teachers is due to a decrease in enrollment and 
budgetary constraints. These teachers have fulfilled the requirements of their 
positions and their release is not reflective of poor performance. The Superintendent 
has met with the individual teachers to discuss the circumstances surrounding the 
Reduction in Force decision and provided them with written notice of her 
recommendation to the board.  
 
Brodeur/Baker 
 
“Moved that the contract of employment for Jeff Buck, Laura Caruthers, 
Chelsea Crehan, Michael Cunningham, Nicole DiFilippo, Kara Donnelly, 
Jennifer Emery, Katelyn Flanagan, Kendra Gerrish, James Gowdy, Samantha 
Grass, Curtis Gullette, James Hespeler, Laury LaMarche, Marissa McCarthy, 
Hannah Newton, Linda Romanchok, Kara Santopietro, Megin Sechen, Jaclyn 
Shearin, Nancy Stover, Michelle Zimberlin, and Eugene Zukowski not be 
renewed for the following year upon its expiration at the end of the 2016-2017 
school year pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 10-157, and that 
the Superintendent of Schools is directed to advise such persons in writing of this 
action.” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-0) 
 
Brodeur/Baker 
 
“Move to amend the motion to include Michelle Marenna” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-0) 
 
Policy – First Reading 
 
The following policies were presented to the Board of Education for a first reading. 
These policies have been reviewed by the Policy Committee. The policies being 
presented are broken down into two sections. The first section represents regulation 
updates that are informational only. The Board does not need to take official action 
on these regulations. The second section represents policies where substantive 
changes have been made to the policy.  
 
Regulation Updates: 



   

 
• Series 4000 Section 504 
• Series 4000 Criminal Justice Information  
• Series 5000 Section 504 

 
Policy Update: 
 

• Series 4000 Employment Checks 
• Series 5000 Student Privacy  
• Series 5000 Child Sexual Abuse Reporting  
• Series 5000 Student Records/FERPA 
• Series 5000 Graduation Requirements  

 
V. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education.  
 

VI. REMINDERS 
 

• Goodwin PTA Meeting – April 5 – 7:00PM 
• OSMS Wellness Day – April 6 
• Goodwin Arts Program – April 6 – 2:15PM 
• OSHS Mr. Old Saybrook Contest – April 6 – 6:30PM 
• Board of Education Special Meeting – April 6 – 6:30PM 
• Professional Development Half Day – April 7 
• Spring Break – April 10 – April 14 
• OSHS PAC Meeting – April 19 – 6:00PM 
• OSHS PTO Meeting – April 19 – 7:00PM 
• Goodwin PTA Tag/Bake Sale – April 21 – 4:00-8:00PM 
• Goodwin PTA Tag/Bake Sale – April 22 – 9:00AM – 2:00PM 
• OSMS Parent Council Meeting – April 24 – 6:45PM 
• OSMS PTO Meeting – April 24 – 7:30PM 
• Board of Education Meeting – April 25 – 7:30 PM @ OSHS 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Baker/Brodeur 
 

“Move to adjourn at 10:00 PM” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (5-0-0) 

 
  
Karen Brodeur, Secretary 



   

Old Saybrook Board of Education 
 
Minutes recorded and typed by: 
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant 
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting  


